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AN 
ACCOUNT OF SOME OF THE SUFFERINGS 


OF HIS 


HOLINESS PIUS VI. 


IMMEDIATELY PREVIOUS TO HIS BEING FORCED 
FROM ROME. 


1 Hiſtory of the Church, or of the world, can ſhew 

few examples of courage, firmneſs, meekneſs, and 
piety, equal to the conduct of Pius the VIth, whether we 
conſider him as a Sovereign or a Biſhop. 

In the firſt years of the French Revolution, he exerted 
the ſmall force which, as one of the Sovereigns of Italy, 
he could command, to prevent the fatal progreſs of the 
French Revolution, He gave inſtructions to his Nuncio's 
at the different Courts on the Continent to offer all the 
force of the Eccleſiaſtical States to be employed in a 
Coalition, which he recommended to be formed, to cruſh 
the monſter newly ſprung up-in France, But he ſoon per- 


_ ceived, with grief, that this Coalition was, in reality, the 


endeavour of each State to aggrandize itſelf, by getting 
a part of the territorial poſſeſſions of France, inſtead of 
reſtoring the King to his Throne. 

A Puring 
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During the ſhort time that Great Britain had conceived 
the hope, that Italy might be protected againſt the ravages 
of a Revolution, and previous to their getting poſſeſſion of 
Corſica, the Engliſh fleet and army were aſſiſted by him, 
in the moſt efficacious manner, Not only his Ports, but 
alſo his Magazines and Arſenals, were opened to them. 
The hoſpitable and diſtinguiſhed reception which the 
Engliſh troops received from him whilſt they were quartered 
in the Roman Territories, is publicly known, and has made 
an impreſſion upon the officers and men never to be effaced. 
But from the moment the Engliſh withdrew from the 
Mediterranean, and that he perceived that ſome of the 
neighbourfhg States, inſtead of forming a plan againſt the 
common enemy, were meditating an attempt to invade 
a part of the Eccleſiaſtical State, he gave up all for loſt, 
and told the Hon, Frederick North, who had been ſent as 
Secretary of State to Corſica, and was then at Rome, that 
the views of the Coaleſced Princes were too ſelf-intereſted, 
to encourage him to hope any thing. Quæ ſua ſunt,”? 
ſays his Holineſs, ©* quzrunt, non quæ Chriſti,” nec Regis 
Chriſtianiſimii. When therefore the French General ap- 
proached the walls of Rome, though the Pope was no way 
deceived by his profeſſions, which in his mind he was 
convinced were falſe and hypocritical, and though the city 
contained 166,417 ſouls, and a quantity of arms, &c, yet 
oppoſition or reſiſtance, againſt the diſciplined army of 
the French General, muſt be ineffeual, and could only 
produce much hloodſhed, at the idea of which the humane 
heart of the Sovereign Pontiff revolted. 

The French General Berthier conceived it more pru- 


dent to employ perfidy than force, in order to gain poſ- 
ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of Rome. He therefore declared and aſſured the 
Prince of Belmonte, then the Deputy ſent to him, and 
cauſed it to be notified to the Pope, even in writing, 
that the Directory had expreſsly commanded him to 
reſpeR the exiſting Government, Religion, and all pub- 
lic and private property ; that he would not even enter 
Rome; and that the only obje& which he had in view was 
to apprehend the perſons guilty of the pretended murder of 
Duphot.' In order, therefore, to carry his inſtructions into 
effect, and to prevent all bloodſhed, he required, firſt, that 
the Pope ſhould iſſue an Edict, the laſt he ever did, of 
which he ſent a copy to Cardinal Doria; and, ſecondly, 
that nothing ſhould be removed from the Muſeums, the 
Libraries, or the Galleries, becauſe the ſecurity of the ar- 


ticles contained in them was guaranteed by the integrity of 


the French, and by his promiſes, He added, that in caſe 
of refuſal, he would not anſwer for the conſequences, as 
he had then orders to obtain poſſeſſion of Rome, and the 
Eftates of the Church, by force. 

It was thus that Berthier approached Rome. The Pope 
conſidered himſelf obliged to give credit to Theſe promiſes, 
He undertook that the ſtipulations on his part ſhould be 
faithfully obſerved ;—and ſo rigidly, did he keep his word, 
that when a propoſal was made to carry off the valuable 
articles of the Mu/eum Clementinum, he oppoſed it, and thus 
ſecured the prey of the French Banditti. 

As ſoon as the Troops had been poſted under the walls of 
Rome, Berthier threw off his maſk, and having hired a few 
perſons to invite him in the name of the Roman People, 
he entered the city; and this diſcovery of character was 


A 2 accompanied 
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accompanied with thoſe circumſtances of treachery, hypo- 
criſy, and cruelty, which ſo particularly diſtinguiſh the 
conduct of the French Republic. Caligula's inſtructions 
to his executioners were, to inflict the pains of death in 
ſuch a manner, as that the victim might be ſenſible of its 
approach, Berthier was a fit man to have executed the 
orders of this Tyrant, His hirelings at Rome had ſet up 
the Tree of French Liberty, Berthier had cauſed thoſe 
which had been planted immediately on his arrival to be 
pulled down, as fearing that it might endanger his ſuc- 
ceſs to avow too ſoon the intentions of the Directory. 
He choſe, for the time of its being again planted, the 
moment in which the Pope, according to cuſtom, was at 
the Sixtine Chapel, celebrating his exaltation to the Papal 
Chair, and receiving the congratulations of the Cardinals, 
It was on the 15th of February 1798, while his Holinefs 
was ſeated on his Throne, that the Tree of Liberty was 
planted in the Capitol, and that the precept of Caligula 
might be attended to, a Calviniſt Swiſs, of the name of 
Haller, formerly a merchant and bankrupt at Paris, was 
ſent to announce to the Pope, ſurrounded by the whole 
Sacred College, that his reign was at an end,” 

The Sovereign Pontiff lifted up his eyes to Heaven, 
claſped his hands together, and reſigned himſelf to his 
fate, As ſoon as the Pope had received this notice, his 
guards were diſmiſſed, and their places ſupplied by a 
number of Frenchmen, 

It was now that the Corſican General Cervoni had the 
inſolence to offer the National Cockade to Pius VI. He 
anſwered, “I acknowledge no uniform for me, except that 

with 
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with which the Church decorates me: you have power over 
my body, but my ſoul is beyond your reach. I want no 
penſion—my crozier for a walking-ſtaff, and a light covering 
is enough for one who is ſoon to expire in ſackcloth and 
aſhes. I adore the hand of the Moſt High, who puniſhes 
the ſhepherd and the flock for the ſins of the whole ſheepfold. 


It is in your power to burn and deſtroy the habitations of 


the living and the monuments of the dead, but as for our 
Holy Religion, it will be after us, as it has been before us, 
and will continue till the end of time:“ 

A ſhort time afterwards the ſeals were fixed on the 
Muſeums and the Galleries; and whatever they contained 
was confiſcated for the benefit of the Great Nation. 

'The Great Nation theu, the French Republic, I mean, 


was not contented with theſe thefts. The Pope had a 


private Library which he had collected himſelf, and which 
had for a long time been his chief amuſement, This 
Library the French, notwithſtanding their being in poſ- 
ſeſſion of that of the Vatican, the firſt in the world, 
ſeized. The Pope in vain proteſted, though with mild- 
neſs, againſt this outrage : The books were ſold afterwards 
to a bookſeller in Rome for 12,000 crowns, 

The French Commiſſaries entered his private cabinet, 
and forced him to aſſiſt them in their reſearches. They 
opened his bureaux, his wardrobes and drawers, they 
broke open his locks, and ſearched every where, but found 
nothing except linen and clothes. At length an Urn 
caught their eyes, and they immediately ſeized Tr, 

„% What does this contain?“ ſaid one of the Commiſ- 
ſaries to the Pope. 

% Snuff. They opened it, and found it filled, The 

A3 Commiſſary 
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Commiſſary took a pinch of it: It is very good,” ſaid 
he; catry it home for me,” added he, turning to his 
attendant, as he gave it into his poſſeſſion, 

«© What,” ſaid the Pope, “ do you deprive me of my 
ſnuff !''— © Yes,” ſaid the Commiſſary, “ it is very good, 
I ſhall keep it myſelf.” | 

After ſuch an inſtance, I know not what I can add to 
3lluſtrate their conduct. Nothing can be more odious, 
excepting the Proclamations which they iſſued, extolling 
their clemency, imitating in this Domitian, of whom 
Suetonius tells us, 99 contermptius abuteretur patientid hominum, 
raviguam triſtiorem ſententiam ſine prefatione clementiæ pro- 
xu1ntiauil. 

The departure of the Pope was a meaſure reſolved on: 
it was known that it was his chief wiſh to die at the feet 
of the tomb of the Apoſtles. He had often expreſſed this 
wiſh, but the favour was denied him.—On the 18th of 
February, at one in the afternoon, while he was at dinner, 
attended by a few ſervants, the Calviniſt Haller entered 
the room with his hat on, drew a chair and ſeated himſelf 
by the ſide of the Pope. 

J am come,” ſaid he, to- receive your treaſures; 
you muſt ſurrender them to me immediately.” 

J have already given them up,” ſaid the Pope, “ to 
procure the Peace of Tolentino, and I have now nothing 
left.“ 

„ You have, however, two fine rings on your finger, 
which I muſt have,” | 

The Pope pulled off one of them. This,” ſaid he, 
* you may have; the other mult paſs to my ſucceſſor.” 

It ſhall not paſs,** by G-, ſaid Haller ; “ you muſt 


give 
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give it me immediately, if you wiſh to prevent my uſing 
force.“ 

The Pope ſurrendered it to him. It was the ring of the 
Fiſherman, an article of little value, and which was con- 
ſidered as ſuch, for on the following day it was returned 
to him. 

When Haller had got poſſeſſion of theſe rings, he per- 
ceived a ſmall box on the table. He ſnatched it eagerly 
up. Ah,” ſaid he, this contains your diamonds,” 

« Open it,” ſaid the Pope, 

The wretch opened it, and found it filled with ſweet- 
meats, ſuch as were commonly ſerved to the Pope at his 
deſert, He took it with him, however, and without having 
once pulled off his hat, aroſe and went away. 

In the anti-chamber, he deſired one of the Prelates who 
attended his Holineſs, to go in and bid him prepare for 
his departure. We want no more of him here, and at 
fix o'clock to-morrow he muſt be on his journey.“ 

The Prelate, alarmed, refuſed to obey : ** Go,” ſaid 
he, “and tell him yourſelf.“ Haller returned to the room, 
and ordered him to prepare himſelf, 

J am eighty-one years of age,” ſaid the Pope, .** and 
have, from the ſtate of my health, been in hourly expecta- 
tion, during the laſt two months, of death, I am at preſent 
but in a convaleſcent ſtate; beſides, I cannot quit my 
People nor my duty: my wiſh is to die here.“ 

* You ſl all die elſewhere,” ſaid Haller: “ if you will 
not ſet off by fair means you. ſhall be compelled, Take 
your choice.“ Having ſaid this, he left him, 

The Pope remained behind with his ſervants, and for 
the firſt time ſhewed himſelf violently affected with grief: 


he 


Iz 
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he went indo his cloſet, and returned in a quarter of an 
hour ſerene/and calm, “ God wills it ſo,” ſaid he, “let 
us prepare to meet what is deſtined for me.“ He then 
applied himſelf to the affairs of the Church during the 
forty-eight hours which he remained at Rome, 

The evening preceding his departure he ſpent in prayer. 
When he came down ftairs in the morning to ſet off, he 
found at the foot of the ſtaircaſe two detachments of Dra- 
goons ſurrounding a coach, and two Commiſſaries appointed 
to conduct him to Siena. 

Although this journey took place early in the morning, 
the wretch Haller kept haraſſing the Pope to expedite his 
departure. Quick, quick,“ ſaid he, “ make haſte,” 
The venerable man, ſupported by ſome ſervants, with 
his eyes full of tears, could ſcarcely walk, yet was he 
purſued by Haller, who deſired the attendants, ** to make 
him walk faſter,” till he got into the coach. 

Thus was Pius the Sixth driven from his See. His 
Guards had the inhumanity, as he was travelling, to 
point out to him the ſteeple of St. Peter's. This act of 
cruelty gave a new pang to the heart of the old man; he 
ſtretched forth his hands towards the ſacred edifice, from 
which he was on the point of being ſeparated for ever. 
His eyes were filled with tears; and the French enjoyed 
the happineſs of having cauſed him the moſt ſevere afflic- 
tion, 


At the end of the firſt day it became neceſſary to ſtop to 


paſs the night. Two Officers were appointed to guard the 
Pope, and their beds were placed in the anti-chamber. 
There they brought in a proſtitute, with whom they paſſed 
the night in the moſt riotous orgies. 


Many 
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Many witneſſes can depoſe to the truth of this fact. 
But the Directory are not inclined to deny it; on the 
contrary, have they not had the meanneſs to ſuffer the cane 
ſtolen from the Sovereign Pontiff, to be preſented to them 
as a trophy ?—have not the Journals announced the arrival 
of this trophy at Paris ; and is it not at this moment in the 
Hall of the Aſſembly of the Directory, on the marble table 
between the windows looking into the Court-yard ? 

On the Pope's arrival at Siena, he took up his reſidence 
in a Convent of Auguſtinians, where the Britiſh Miniſter 


complimented him as a pattern to the Clergy, and the 


admiration of the Age.—An Engliſh Lady of Quality alſo 
gained admiſſion, and made his Holineſs an offer of the 
third part of what herſelf and ſon poſſeſſed annually, 
But although he lived there privately, and was ſcarcely 
allowed to ſee any perſon, yet the French hatred and 
jealouſy was not ſatisfied; and it was determined he 
ſhould be removed: but before that took place, an Engliſh- 
man of a religious order, who had lived at Rome, con- 
trived to preſent himſelf for the laſt time to the Common 
Father of the Faithful, and is bathed in tears when he relates 
the interview. | 

On the 26th of May his Holineſs was conducted to the 
Carthuſian Convent two miles from Florence. The Car- 
dinal Archbiſhop of Toledo, his Catholic Majeſty's Ame 
baſſador, is his conſtant companion. From hence his reſtleſs 
enemies have endeavoured to get him removed to Sardinia 
but the venerable Pontiff begged to die in Italy—a favour, 
it is much doubted, they will never grant him, 

Can the generous heart of a Briton be unmoved whilſt 
we recite the tale of woe this good man ſufiers unmerited 
from the baſe perfidy of the degraded race of a once 

Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian p&ople! Can thoſe Britons, who reſided in or 
made the vifit of Rome, recollect, without a pang, the 
attention they were received with—the teſtimonies of attach- 
ment to this country from all ranks—the diſtinction in which 
were held our Princes, Nobility, Gentry, and the hoſpitality 
with which our Military were received and treated at Civi- 
tavecchia—the gold and filver medals Pius VI, cauſed to be 
truck and diſtributed amongſt the officers and men—and 
the ſympathiſing pangs which poſſeſſed his heart when he 
heard of our beloved Sovereign's illneſs! Setting aſide 
that diſtinction which ſeparation in religious worſhip for 
more than 200 years had created, he ordered the ſacred 
Miniſters to implore, in the moſt fervent manner, the 
mercy of Heaven, to reftore to our King his health, and 
to his People a Father, Let us then return at leaſt our 
ſupplications in the day of diftreſs, and ſolicit for Pius VI, 
that peace which alone is in the gift of Heaven. 

This Narrative was taken from ſeveral perſons who have 
lately left Rome, which a number of letters received ſince 
corroborate, with increaſed horrors, that ſpeak with the moſt 
impreſſive language, as the brilliant effects of FRENCH 
FRATERNITY ! 


of] 16 DD en ED cos Yo 


GENERAL ORDERS of Lieutenant-General, the Hon. 
CHARLES STUART, Commander of the Britiſh 
Forces in Portugal, recommending the Officers to wear 
the Medals given them by his Holineſs the Pope. . 


Liſbon, March 17th, 1798. 
HE Commander in Chief is confident that there is no 
occaſion to remind the 12th, or Prince of Wales's 
Light Dragoons, of the * and friendſhip they 
: received 
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received from the Sovereign Pontiff, when in the Roman 
States; and it muſt give the Officers and Non- commiſſioned 
Officers of that Regiment infinite ſatisfaction to be in 
poſſeſſion of Badges which they received in gift from his 
Holineſs, on account of their good behaviour—Badges 
which they are recommended to wear at the preſent mo- 
ment, in token of their regret for his misfortunes, and the 
high ſenſe they entertain of the virtue of a Prince, who, 
though oppreſſed with age, and ſuffering under the ſevereſt 
of all human calamities, has the firmneſs to remain with 
his People. 


* Twelve of which were of gold, for the Officerz—the reſt of 
ſilver. 


dar) 


Each Medal preſented to the Officers was accompanied 
with a Copy of a Letter from the Cardinal Secretary of 
State, by order of his Hol ix ESS, to Sir John Hippiſley, 
Bart. (a Member of the Britiſh Parliament then at Rome) 
who had been active in reſtoring harmony between the two 
Governments, and who has been deſired by his HoLINESöG 
to convey the Medals to the Officers of the Britiſh Cavalry, 
This Letter expreſſed the high conſideration which his 
HoL1Ness entertained for the Britiſh Nation, requeſting 
Sir John Hippiſley to be the interpreter of the affectionate 
ſentiments of his HoLiNness, and the great anxiety he 
demonſtrated on every occaſion to the whole nation, as 
well as towards the individuals in particular, and his 
invariable attachment and reſpect for them. 

The various Briefs of his Holineſs, in fact, are replete 
with the ſame ſentiments; and the Letter of Cardinal 
Antonelli, 
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Antonelli, then Prefe& of the Sacred Congregation of 
Propaganda} dated the jth of February, 1795, addreſſed 
to the Prelates and Clergy of the three Kingdoms, contains 
the following paſſage : 

And need I ſpeak of the French perſecuted RY 
whom the piety and munificence, above all praiſe, of the 
ſame KING received with ſo much liberality and honour, 
ſince the Holy Pontiff himſelf has found alſo in his MajzsrrY 
a ſhield and protector, and has ſo fully experienced the 
favorable diſpoſitions of his miniſters, and indeed of the 
whole Engliſh nation, in the courſe of thoſe affairs and 
tranſactions which were confided to the prudent management 
and ability of Sir John Hippiſley, a moſt reſpectable member 
of the Britiſh ſenate, who can give the moſt authentic 
teſtimony of the zeal, affection and gratitude which has 
penetrated the Holy Father, and which he profoundly 
cheriſhes for the moſt excellent Monarcn and the whole 
BRITIsH NATION!“ 


“D eee. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 


LATELY RECEIVED. 


193 8 Religion is every where attacked by its 
inveterate enemies, and the Head of the Catholic 
Church is forcibly driven from his See, we have reaſon to 
bleſs God for the munificence of Chriſtian Princes and the 
increaſing fervour of individuals. Letters received from 
Germany contain the following intelligence. The young 
Abbe Prince Charles de Broglio having inſtituted a new 
religious order, and given it a conſtitution formed by the 
Abbe Reii, on the model of the late Society of Jeſuits, 
has obtained of his Imperial Majeſty a caſtle near Vienna, 
capable of containing ſixty perſons. The rules of this 
order have been approved, and the Founder was invited 
to Rome by the Pope. As the number of candidates rapidly 
increaſes, a new eſtabliſhment is preparing for their recep- 
tion at Augſburgh.— O4. 1797. 
The order of La Trappe flouriſhes in Switzerland, where 
a houſe is eſtabliſhed for females who chuſe to embrace that 
reform ; but no one houſe can accommodate the ſurpriſing 
number of poſtulants, The daughter of the Prince of Conde 
is a Nun amongſt them. 
We have a community of French Carmelite Nuns at 
Padderbon, lodged in a private houſe, where they ſubſiſt 
B by 
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by charity and their manual labour. Theſe ladies are 
diſpoſed toſ revive the primitive rigours of St, Thereſa's 
inſtitutions, and are willing to travel into any part of the 
world, .and undergo any hardſhips to obtain an eſtabliſh- 


ment. Perhaps it may be in your power to procure the 


means of encouraging ſo pious a work, With this view 
I write to you. 

Orders are come to Liege and the neighbouring country 
to oblige the Clergy to take the oath of hatred to royalty 
and anarchy, The majority refuſe to take it. Their 
churches are thronged by the people, though Maſs is not 
allowed to be celebrated in them. 

Thanks be to God! Far. 1798, the Clergy of Liege 
and the neighbouring Dioceſes continue firm, and give 
great edification, All the religious houſes have been ſup- 
preſſed. The Collegiate Churches are ſhut ; but the fervour 
of the people increaſes. The new order inſtituted by Prince 
Broglio continues to flouriſh in Germany, and a new 
eſtabliſhment 1s forming for its members at Prague, under 
the patronage of the Emperor, 'They are calied the Society 
of the Sacred Heart of Jeſus and Mary. 

Letters of a poſterior date inform us; that in conſequence 
of the decree of the French Government againſt Emigrants, 
the Monks of La Trappe and the Nuns have heen obliged 
to quit Switzerland, and are retired into the Ruſlian 
dominions, where they have obtained eſtabliſhments, 

September 7, 1798, —Some of the 'Trappiſts which were 
driven from Switzerland, viz. zoo men and 400 women, 
going to ſettle in Ruſſia, have been detained by the Emperor 
of Germany. It is wonderful the number of Nuns who 
paſs through Munſter to join the female Trappiſts who have 
already 
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already ſettled in Ruſſia, The writer ſays the Superior of 
the Trappiſts told him the rigour obſerved by the women 
in their houſes is wonderful—they ſurpaſs greatly the men 
in the ſpirit of mortification, recollection, and prayer. 

In the Liege country the Clergy are cruelly perſecuted, 
as well thoſe who ſubmitted to take the oath of perpetual 
hatred to royalty, &c, as them who refuſed it. Scarce 
any churches are left open for Divine worſhip; and the 
French are going to ſell all the goods of the church which 
they had not already diſpoſed of, In ſhort, the whole 
country is in a moſt deplorable tate, 
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